VISIT  TO  THE  DOWAGER EMPRESS

MATSUOKA OVERPLAYS HIS HAND

May 2, 1941

Matsuoka returned from his visits to Berlin, Rome, and Moscow
on the crest of the wave, and his achievement of the neutrality treaty
with Soviet Russia plus the recent German military successes in the
Balkans and Libya has momentarily consolidated his stock with the
public. It is generally believed that his ambition is to become Prime
Minister ^(God help Japan if he does) and that he will exploit his
diplomatic successes to promote his personal interests.

But we learn on the best of authority that he is sailing very close
to the wind. It is known that in his speech at the big public meeting
to welcome him on his return he made several thinly veiled allusions
critical of his cabinet colleagues. He indirectly charged them with
wilfully causing the breakdown in the system of commodity dis-
tribution, and he implied treasonable action in clipping the wings
of the Imperial Rule Assistance Association by mentioning the
name of the one man in Japanese history, in the Middle Ages,
Ashikaga Takauji, who is execrated for having attempted to usurp
the throne.

Furthermore, it appears that when he reported to Prince Konoye
on his return, both the Prime Minister and the cabinet were very
angry on learning that in concluding the Neutrality Pact he had
given the Soviets a certain undertaking on his own responsibility
without the cabinet's authorization. It is not possible to ascertain
just what that undertaking was, because anyone who told us would
be liable to prosecution under the new National Secrets Law, but it
is not unlikely that it had to do with the number of troops on the
Siberian border.

It is not likely that Matsuoka will be replaced in the immediate
future, because his stock with the public is too high, but he is not
liked and is regarded as a dangerous element in the Government,
especially in risking war with the United States, and we understand
that Prince Konoye and the cabinet will under no circumstances
allow him to visit Washington as he wishes to do.

VISIT TO THE DOWAGER EMPRESS

May 10, 1941

Not having been in touch with the Dowager Empress since we
came to Japan nine years ago, Alice on her own initiative asked for
an audience, which was arranged through Mrs. Matsudaira and
then through Viscount Matsudaira, Grand Master of Ceremonies,
and took place on the gth. The ostensible purpose of the audience
was in order to express congratulations on the engagement of the
Empress* son, the youngest brother of the Emperor, Prince Mikasa,
as well as the engagement of her grand-daughter, the Emperor's